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CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

– Producing and updating systematic reviews 
– Renal trials registry - RCTs 
– Trial registration (prospective) 
– Diagnostic test accuracy studies and reviews 
– Training and support 
– Collaboration 



CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

– Producing and updating systematic reviews 
•  All aspects of renal disease 
•  Overlap with other review groups – endocrine, 

hypertension, PVD 
•  Co-publication in medical journals  

– Renal trials registry 
– Trial registration (prospective) 
– Diagnostic test accuracy studies 
– Training and support 
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Updating reviews 

•  Reviews are often out of date after 2-3 
years 

•  Updating is a unique feature of Cochrane 
reviews 

•  We ‘encourage’ our authors to update 
every 2 years 
– Regular re-runs of search strategy 
– Forwarding copies of new trial reports 

 



Total included: 185 reports of 52 trials (6663 recipients) 

72 reports of 14 new trials 

Other Sources 
( 15 ) 

REVIEW 2004 

113 reports of 38 trials 

Other Sources 
( 61 ) 

Excluded 
110 

Database Search           

MEDLINE; EMBASE; Cochrane 
Resources 

Full Text Review 

REVIEW 2004 

Excluded 
686 

162 

848 
 

890 
 

175 

Excluded 
715 

Excluded 
118  

UPDATE 2003-2006 

IL2Ra for kidney transplant recipients 



Updating makes a difference… 

Without update:   7 Trials, 1081 Participants 

With 2006 update:  13 Trials, 2516 Participants 



Cumulative meta-analysis 

•  Evidence of reduction in 
graft loss since 2003 

•  1047 persons have 
since been randomised 



CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

– Producing and updating systematic reviews 
– Renal trials registry 

•  Databases 1970 
•  Hand-searching all major conferences 1980  

– Trial registration (prospective) 
– Diagnostic test accuracy studies 
– Training and support 



CRG Renal trials register 

MEDLINE 58% 

Ongoing studies (2%) 

Handsearching (38%) 
-  Conference proceedings 
-  non-indexed journals 
 

CENTRAL (1%) 
-  Other registers 
-  handsearching by other groups 

EMBASE (1%) 



MEDLINE 58% 

Ongoing studies (2%) 

Handsearching (38%) 
-  Conference proceedings 
-  non-indexed journals 
 

CENTRAL (1%) 
-  Other registers 
-  handsearching by other groups 

EMBASE (1%) 

Over 370 conferences of 83 
organisations, including: 

ASN, ATC 

ANZSN, TSANZ 

EDTA, ERA 

ISN, WTC 

One off meetings - journals 

CRG Renal trials register 



Trials versus reports: a trial 
based register 
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Handsearching and publication bias 



Impact of duplicate publication 

•  IL2 versus placebo/no treatment  
–  Falsely increased precision of estimate (acute rejection) 
–  Falsely significant estimate of effect (graft loss) 

Relative risk (95% CI) 

Outcome 
Trial based 

analysis 
report 

based analysis 

Acute rejection 6 months 0.66 (0.59,0.74) 0.65 (0.61, 0.70) 

Graft loss I year 0.84 (0.66, 1.05) 0.69 (0.58, 0.83) 



CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

– Producing and updating systematic reviews 
– Renal trials registry 
– Trial registration (prospective) 
– Diagnostic test accuracy studies and reviews 
– Training and support 
– Collaboration 



Prospective register of RCTs 
•  Established in July 2005 
•  data set requested complies with the fields 

described in WHO International Clinical Trials 
Registry Platform (ICTRP) 

•  unique registration number assigned after data 
completeness checked  

•  Currently 120 trials from 19 countries  
–  topic areas include: peritoneal dialysis, diabetic 

nephropathy, glomerulonephritis and transplantation 
–  Regular yearly contact with trialists 



Fully searchable 

• http://www.cochrane-renal.org/trialsubmissionform.php  



CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

– Producing and updating systematic reviews 
– Renal trials registry 
– Trial registration (prospective) 
– Diagnostic test accuracy studies and reviews 
– Training and support 
– Collaboration 



Register of diagnostic test 
accuracy studies (DTAS) 

•  CRG a pilot group for DTAS reviews and 
for developing a DTAS trials register 

•  Trial identification not straight forward 
–   development of database search strategies 

and (re-)handsearching  
•  1% of published articles in KI, JASN and 

AJKD are DTAS (pilot study 2004) 





CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

– Producing and updating systematic reviews 
– Renal trials registry 
– Trial registration (prospective) 
– Diagnostic test accuracy studies and reviews 
– Training and support 
– Collaboration 



Education and training 
•  2-day systematic review workshops 

–  How to write a review protocol 
•  Plan and structure, search strategy design, rationale for 

inclusion and exclusion criteria, quality assessment 
–  Introduction to analysis and meta-analysis 

•  Data extraction, analysis and interpretation 
•  Finding the evidence 

–  One day workshop on how to search the electronic databases 
•  Work shops with renal conferences 

–  WTC 2008 critical appraisal of evidence 
•  Direct support for reviewers 

–  Copies of trial reports 
–  desk space  
–  Occasional bursaries, undergraduate summer scholarships 



CRG 
•  Based in Sydney (since 2000) 
•  Core work 

–  Producing and updating systematic reviews 
–  Renal trials registry 
–  Trial registration (prospective) 
–  Diagnostic test accuracy studies and reviews 
–  Training and support 
–  Collaboration 

•  Guidelines! 
•  new RCTs in clinically relevant areas 
•  improved explicitly reported RCTs 



Guideline collaborations 

•  CARI guidelines 
•  EBPG guidelines 
•  KDIGO transplant 
•  Others in discussion….. 



CRG 
involved in 
16 CARI 
guidelines 
between 
2002 and 
2006 



EBPG 
•  2005 and presently in talks again 
•  4 haemodialysis guidelines 

–  Dialysis access 
–  Nutrition 
–  Dialysis strategies 
–  Stability  

•  CRG registry searches 
–  1 guideline comprises up to 20 questions  
–  Hard copy 

•  Diagnostic test search 
•  Cohort and observational searches 



KDIGO transplantation 

•  All tx related systematic reviews 
•  all tx-related trial reports from CRG trial 

register 
– Hard/ electronic copy as required 

•  searches for diagnostic test accuracy 
•  PICO tables 

–  Iterations 
– 49 questions for transplant 
– 7 questions for DTAS 



PICO 



CRG delivered output 

•  Separate file of references by question 
•  excluding  

– pre-1985 trial reports 
– all conference proceedings abstracts  
– all Transplantation Proceedings reports  
– Trials <100 participants 

•  Not involved in searching for non RCT 
evidence 



Developing guidelines… 



Contribution of CRG to the 
guideline process 

Use Cochrane 
reviews 
 
 
Let us help you do 
reviews 
 
Trials Register 
 
 
 

  

Guidelines 



Future involvement? 
•  Minimise duplication of effort 

– CRG core work 
•  Maximise efficiency now and future 

guideline updates 
– Perform the systematic reviews that need 

doing in parallel to guideline development 
– Harness CRG training and support 

•  Add-ons 
– Searching for non-randomised studies 
– Potential for spin-off: methodology projects 



Editorial team 
•  Co-ordinating editor 

–  Jonathan Craig 
•  Review group co-
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•  Administrative assistant 
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•  Editors 
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