
MAGICAPP	
Authoring	and	publication	platform	
for	guideline	development	



MAGICAPP	PARTNERS	



•  MAGICapp is a Norwegian not-for-profit Foundation  
 

•  Provides an authoring and publication platform used to make clinical 
practice guidelines, evidence summaries, and accompanying decision-aids 
(clinical decision support tools)  

•  Leader in dynamic updating, resulting in the first true “Living” Guidelines in 
Nephrology 

•  KDIGO Guidelines for BP, GN and Diabetes will be presented in Magicapp 

WHAT	IS	MAGICAPP	



•  Structured recommendations presented in formats that enable users to 
access details and tailoring of recommendations to specific patients. 

•  Can be used online, on mobile, and incorporated into journal publications, 
like Kidney International. 

 
•  Decision aids connected directly to recommendations, allowing a 

conversation between clinicians and patients about treatment choices 
(shared decision-making). 

MAGICAPP	FORMAT	



STRUCTURED	AUTHORING	

•  MAGICapp facilitates using standards for guidelines (e.g. GRADE 
methodology)  

•  Quality of the evidence, balance of benefits and harms, values and 
preferences, resources and other considerations 

•  Emphasis on transparency, linking recommendations to evidence (or detailed 
expert opinion, where appropriate)  

•  KDIGO is partnering with the Cochrane ERT for guidelines in Magicapp 



1a. Define
Population
Intervention
Comparator

Formulate PICO 
questions

For each outcome, rate the quality 
of all included studies combined, 
using study design, 5 downgrade 
factors and upgrade factors into:
High, Moderate, Low, Very low

Publish

Make evidence 
profiles

• Plot study details
• Plot effect estimates, 
• Rate quality of evidence
• Write summary

Guideline panel

Formulate 
recommendations

• For or against (direction)
• Strong or weak (strength)

“We recommend…”
“We suggest…”

• Formulate Rationale
• Include Practical 
    information if needed

Find outcomes 
across studies

Go from evidence
to recommendations
Assess Evidence to Decision factors 

• The balance between benefits & harms
• Quality of the documentation
• Values & preferences
• Resource use and other considerations

1b. Define
Patient-important
Outcomes

Outcome 1

Outcome 2

Outcome 3

Outcome 4

Critical

Critical

Important

Not important

Now you 
have your 
evidence 

base

Summary of 
Findings
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Guidelines
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Decision Aids

HTAs



DISSEMINATION	

•  KDIGO Website & App 
•  MAGICapp Site 
•  KI and cross disciplinary journals 



DYNAMIC	UPDATING	

•  Guidelines in journals are static, but in MAGICapp they are in a web-based 
application, so much easier to update. 

•  Each recommendation statement can be updated separately, reducing time 
needed to update content. 

•  “Living” guidelines = continuous updating, so that they are always up to date. 

•  Note: new evidence does not always change recommendations; focus of 
updates would be where recommendations need change. 

•  KDIGO may make a note where new evidence was reviewed but no 
change was made.  



















WHEN THE 
GUIDELINE IS 
PUBLISHED  
! for use at the point 
of care (consultation 
decision aids) 















•  MAGICapp also develops Rapid Recommendations in collaboration with 
BMJ 

RAPID	RECOMMENDATIONS	



RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	1	EXAMPLE	



RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	1	EXAMPLE	
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RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	1	EXAMPLE	



RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	1	EXAMPLE	



RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	2	EXAMPLE	



RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	2	EXAMPLE	



RAPID	RECOMMENDATION	2	EXAMPLE	


