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KDIGO Controversies Conference on Home Dialysis 

Breakout Group Questions 
 

 
Breakout Group 1: Evidence-Based Outcomes Associated with Home Dialysis  
 
1) Clinical outcomes of home dialysis by modality compared with facility-based 

hemodialysis: 
a) Are there subgroups (sociodemographic/socioeconomic status/comorbid 

conditions) and/or geographic/regional factors that influence this comparison? 
b) Are there specific benefits (e.g., cardiovascular) and harms in the context of the 

COVID-19 pandemic? Are there specific benefits and harms in the context of 
other disasters? Is home dialysis or in-center hemodialysis more appropriate 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in all countries? What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of each modality in different healthcare settings, taking into 
consideration timely access to dialysis, infection control requirements, and 
healthcare economics to the individual and the system? 

 
2) Patient-reported outcomes, including quality of life and patient experience, by home 

dialysis modality compared with facility-based hemodialysis: 
a) Are there subgroups (sociodemographic/socioeconomic status) and/or 

geographic/regional factors that influence this comparison? 
b) Are there specific benefits (e.g., quality of life) and harms in the context of the 

COVID-19 pandemic? Are there specific benefits and harms in the context of 
other disasters? 

 
3) What are the quality and performance metrics used to evaluate home dialysis 

programs? 
 

4) What are the metrics to measure the incremental impact (benefits and adverse 
outcomes) as a result of the expanding use of home dialysis therapies?  
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Breakout Group 2: Facility-Level Factors That Impact Utilization of Home Dialysis 
 
1) How should the training of health professionals be reorganized to enable home 

dialysis use? 
a) What steps can be taken to minimize physician and healthcare team bias (all 

types: indication, selection, unconscious, unmeasured) in modality selection? Is 
there an agreed home-therapies policy within the center that all healthcare 
professionals can subscribe to? Is transplantation prioritized at the expense of 
home therapies? 

b) How can home dialysis be embedded more consistently in professional training 
programs? Are the different roles and competencies of the multi-disciplinary 
team clear? Should training in home dialysis be a core part of the training of all 
center-based teams, and should this be different in academic centers versus 
non-academic, hub-and-spoke models or small centers? Should there be 
additional sub-specialized training in home dialysis? 
 

2) How should the following aspects be best addressed to enable home dialysis use? 
a) Surveilllance and support of patients at home 

i) What is the place of telemedicine? What is the place of home nurse visits? 
What is the place of general practitioners? 

ii) What is the optimal way to provide support so that home patients can have 
access to in-center care when required for respite and other purposes? 

iii) How can we ensure that home patients have access to alternative modalities 
as appropriate? 

iv) How can support mechanisms be developed to build confidence among 
patient groups to encourage home dialysis? 

v) What support mechanisms are in place to reduce attrition of home dialysis? 
vi) What is the role of patient modality navigators/peer educators? 
vii) How do we address problems associated with small center size? 

 
b) Education of patients treated at home. The role of training center-based dialysis 

patients to learn aspects of their own care and the impact of this approach on 
uptake of home dialysis (shared hemodialysis care). 
i) What is the place of expert patients (peer education)? What educational 

tools/methods should be used – e.g. videos, not-textual and well as text-
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based approaches? How should their home installation be supported? How 
should continuing information be organized and disseminated? How has the 
pandemic impacted patient training for home dialysis? 

 

3) In switching from in-center HD to home HD, what is the impact in terms of the 
organization?  
a) What approaches in the delivery of in-center HD enable this switch? 
b) How are home HD units best designed to integrate with hospital services to 

provide a program that can respond to this need and stimulate growth of home 
HD? 

c) What are some alternative facility care models that best enable people from a 
poorer socioeconomic background to access home dialysis (e.g., community 
dialysis houses in New Zealand)?15 

 
4) What are the best methods for anticipating and organizing task changes for health 

professionals? 
a) What are the most appropriate working arrangements for care teams so that 

they bridge the gap between in-center and home? 
b) Can patient training be conducted on the in-center unit to facilitate transfer to 

home? 
c) Does rotation between home and in-center for health care professionals provide 

an advantage? 
d) What are the additional changes in terms of program execution and work 

processes needed for a home dialysis program during a COVID-19 pandemic?  
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Breakout Group 3: Individual-Level Challenges That Impact Home Dialysis Utilization 

Domain 1: Clinical and/or psychosocial barriers towards home dialysis adoption 

1. Do absolute and relative contraindications for PD and home HD exist? 
2. If there are only few absolute contraindications to home dialysis – is the 

notion of “home first” philosophy an achievable goal?  
3. How does patient activation, health literacy, self-efficacy, and social support 

determine the candidacy of home dialysis? 
4. What strategies can be used to enhance the confidence of people to make a 

choice of a home dialysis modality? What is the role of training patients to be 
more independent at dialysis centers? 

Domain 2: Education and awareness of home dialysis 

1. Which education pathways enhance uptake of home dialysis (how is it 
delivered and who delivers, what materials and when)?  

2. How can support mechanisms be developed to build confidence among 
patient groups to encourage home dialysis? 

3. Is there evidence that use of decision aids enhances the ability of patients, 
care partners, and close persons to make decisions about dialysis modality? 

4. Why do people choose not to have home dialysis? Will this change in the 
COVID-19 era? 

5. How should we individualize education and training of home dialysis (or is 
there a need to customize training)? 

6. How has patient education and communication been impacted by the 
pandemic? 

7. How do local cultural aspects influence education and awareness of home 
dialysis? 

Domain 3: The advantages and challenges of caregiver assisted home dialysis 

1. Does availability of assistance for dialysis (PD or HD) result in higher use of 
home dialysis? 

2. There is a perception that home assisted dialysis is an effective form of 
kidney replacement therapy. How do we balance burden versus efficacy of 
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home assisted dialysis (especially in the context of caregiver-assisted home 
dialysis)? 

3. Is there a role of standardization of caregiver-assisted home dialysis 
(including reimbursement)? 

4. What is the role of respite and other forms of “back up support” for home 
dialysis? 

5. What is the impact of home dialysis on the caregiver, and how can caregiver 
burden be best mitigated? 

Domain 4: Mitigation of individual level barriers to home dialysis 

1. What strategies (e.g., transitional units) are used to overcome identified 
barriers to home dialysis? 

2. Will use of new devices (e.g., remote monitoring, portable dialysis 
equipment, etc.) increase home dialysis utilization? What is the patient 
experience of these devices? 

3. Are there effective methods to enhance self-efficacy (e.g., rehab, exercise 
training, training patients in-center about treatment-related tasks)?  

4. Are there innovative methods of training (e.g., cannulation, simulation) that 
may enhance home dialysis adoption? 
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Breakout Group 4: Financial and Policy Considerations That Impact Differences in 
Global Rates of Home Dialysis Utilization 
  
Domain 1: Policy 
1) Benefits, harms of home dialysis first and home dialysis preferred policies 
2) Healthcare policies that either limit or expand the use of home dialysis 
 
Q1. What are the differences in dialysis access, healthcare economics/sustainability, 

and clinical outcomes with the transition to a home dialysis first or home dialysis 
preferred policy? 

a. Should each of these three components (dialysis access, healthcare 
economics/sustainability, and clinical outcomes) enjoy equal importance and 
weight when considering a home dialysis first or preferred policy? 

b. Is patient preference or autonomy regarding dialysis modality an ethical 
consideration in a home dialysis first or preferred policy? How is a home 
dialysis first approach affected by local healthcare resources or COVID-19 
transmission at dialysis centers? 
 

Q2. Are there liabilities or compromises made to patient care with the implementation 
of a home dialysis first or preferred policy?  

 
Q3. What are the obstacles to implementing or expanding a home dialysis first or 

preferred policy vis-à-vis infrastructure, supplies and home delivery, manpower, 
capacity building, and cultural considerations? 

a. Should in-center hemodialysis be deprioritized when implementing a home 
dialysis first or preferred policy?  

b. Does availability of satellite hemodialysis and close proximity units 
disincentivize home dialysis? 

 

Domain 2. Health Economics 
1) Factors that impact modality-specific costs and strategies to reduce these costs 
2) Costs directly to patients and care partners and impact of reimbursement of these 
costs 
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Q4. Is home dialysis always more cost-effective than in-center hemodialysis in all 
countries/healthcare settings? What are the factors reducing the cost-
effectiveness of a home dialysis first or preferred policy? 

 
Q5. What are the different financial reimbursement models for a home dialysis first or 

preferred policy? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each model and 
its impact on success and outcome of the program? How do these models impact 
patient-level experiences? How should advocacy to policy makers and large 
dialysis organizations/industry be made to implement the appropriate financial 
models for home dialysis? 

 
Q6. What are the direct and indirect costs to patients and care providers with a home 

dialysis program? Is there a role for direct patient grants to enable home dialysis? 
Should reimbursement be offered to caregivers/care partners to mitigate out-of-
pocket expenses?  

 
Q7.  What is the amount of cost savings (or a broader view of social return to 

investment) to the healthcare system required to show a home dialysis policy that 
is sustainable for all parties? Does societal willingness to pay for healthcare in each 
country impact the success of home first versus home preferred policies? 

 

Domain 3. Obstacles 
1) Impact of direct and indirect incentives for healthcare professionals 
2) Collateral impact from financial, political, economic and infection control 
considerations to home dialysis initiation and maintenance during the COVID-19 
outbreak 
 
Q8. Are incentives for healthcare professionals necessary or ethical/permissible for the 

success of a home dialysis program and/or a home dialysis first or preferred 
policy? If so, what are the effective components of an incentive model for 
healthcare professionals for program success and optimal program outcomes?  
How has physician or facility direct and indirect reimbursement differences for PD and 
HHD played out in various environments in terms of disincentivizing home dialysis? 

 


